V 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/24 : CIA-RDP90-00552R0001 00750002-8 

/.J i. 

5 February 1986 ” 

CIA DISPUTES CONTRA THROAT-SLITTING CHARGES 
A BY ROBERT PARRY 
WASHINGTON 


A newly declassified CIA report di 
atrocities, contending the Contras coulf 
because they "are normally not equipped 

That claim, which was contained in a 
Associated Press, was challenged by two 
they said combat knives and bayonets wer 
to execute prisoners. 


;putes charges of Nicaraguan rebel 
not have slit the throats of captives 
with either bayonets or combat knives." 

12-page report obtained last week bv The 
former rebel leaders. In interviews, 
e common among the troops and were useo 


of 


"Almost everybody carried a knife," said Edgar Chamorro, who was a 
the CIA -organized Nicaraguan Democratic Force, FDN, until he was 
year ago for publicly criticizing the movement. "FDN people used (the 
cut the throats of the enemy and prisoners." 


d i rector 
fired a 
knives) to 


Salvador Icaza, 
"having a knife in 
troops carried one 
killing prisoners. 


a former FDN officer now living in the United States said 
the jungle is a matter of survival" and a majority of FDN 
Icaza also said slitting throats was a favorite method of 


According to the CIA document, the agency's investigation was based on 

rtntoH T S of interviews with FDN field officers. Although the document is not 
dated, administration officials said it was prepared last soring in response *-q 
a detailed report on 28 alleged incidents of Contra abuses.' 9 P " Q 


One State Department official, who insisted on anonymity, said the CIA 
report is considered "the best thing" done by the U.S. 'government on aliened 
Contra atrocities and cited it as support for the adkinfstratTon's "let tfa? 
atrocity charges are planted by Nicaragua's leftist government. 


the 


But Rep. 
has pressed 
"incredibly 


Sam Gejdenson, D-Conn., a House Foreign Affairs Committee member who 
far an investigation of the human rights charqes, called the report 
sloppy at best and intentionally deceptive at worst." 


Noting that the investigation was based on interviews with Contra troops, 
Gejdenson added, "That is like bringing an accused murderer to trial and 
deliberately ignoring the evidence, forgetting to cross-examine the defendant 
and then losing the witness list." 

While acknowledging some Contra abuses, the CIA document challenges many 
charges contained in a report by New York lawyer Reed Brod v. who compiled 145 
affidavits from Nicaraguans and Americans who said they witnessed or were 
victims of Contra human rights abuses in 28 separate incidents. 

"Throughout the (Brody) report, defended localities are portrayed as innocent 
villages and FDN attacks are depicted as attacks on innocent civilians," the 
CIA document said in arguing that many of the so-called "civilians" were 
actually combatants. 


"The frequent claims of kidnapping that run throughout the report constitute 
the best example of misuse of words," it asserted. "There is nobody in the FDN 
who is there against his-her will _ it is an entirely voluntary organization." 


But Chamorro, former FDN commander Jose Efren Martinez Mondragon and other 
ex-rebels have said the FDN does practice forced recruitment and kill or abuse 
captives. Even a White House report last November said, "instances of forced 
recruitment and summary execution of military prionsers ... may well have 
occurred." Continued 
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■nr nfficers would have supported him in his clash 
It was felt that the junior officers 

with the conservatives. 

W1L • n fh _ artivities of the junior 

pta aaents had been. closely mom tori 9 March 1984 which ousted the 

officers a commander P , Gen. Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, 

virulent anti -communist 

and the operations of iert winy y 

u.s. intelligence sources said tnere was^ concern^ that^popuUs^ ^ tM 

similar to the late Pahamatua n 9 

ranks of the junior officers. 

fanKS 0 J . \ qr 7 was a left-leaning soldier 

Tnrriins who was killed in a plane eras amhitions in Central America 

° f the A ’ erlcan ' controued pana " a 

Canal to Panamanian sovereignty. 

He also supported the Sandinistas and the Salvadoran guerrill . 

Th ere mere also fears that had the junior officers tahen charge, they mig> 

- ° penea taiKs wuh of the contras here - *,-* ™ 
actTv^tieT^could 5 l°ead° to all out uar uith Nicaragua. 

Lopei Reyes left Tegucigalpa for T 5 V,Vrk" “eekV va?aum °ald he might 

2 reslgn S ?jdm h the“ 0 m U mury U W uorK for peasant and laoor grdups. 
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